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ABSTRACT 

This KIDS COUNT report examines statewide trends in the well- 
being of Tennessee’s children. The statistical portrait is based on 34 
indicators of children’s well-being in 5 broad areas: (1) infant, child, and 

teen health, including enrollment in the TennCare (replacement for 
Tennessee’s Medicaid Program) insurance program, prenatal, low birthweight 
infants, immunizations, enrollment in the Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) , and teen pregnancy and birth; 
(2) child and teen well-being, including child abuse and neglect, child 
death, teen violent death, juvenile justice, alcohol and substance abuse, 
mental health, domestic violence, and state custody; (3) education, including 
child care. Head Start, dropout rate, school safety, and school nutrition; 
and (4) economic security, including poverty, food stamps recipients, and 
unemployment; and (5) demographics. Following the narrative highlighting 
major findings, the report provides statewide data, followed by findings, by 
county, for each of the indicators. Among the findings are the following: (1) 

in 2001, Tennessee reached its highest immunization completion rate for 24- 
month-olds; (2) the teen birth rate declined as did the rate for sexually 
transmitted diseases; (3) the number of substantiated child abuse and neglect 
cases decreased; (4) in 2001, 12 percent of all students attending Tennessee 
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schools received special education services; (5) the percentage of children 
younger than age five living in poverty in Tennessee grew by 7 percent 
between 1990 and 2000; (6) during 2000, nearly one fourth of all Tennessee 
households were headed by a single parent; and (7) Tennessee’s minority youth 
population grew by more than 11 percent in 2001, one of the fastest growing 
segments of the population. The report concludes with a section of maps, 
tables, and sources, and a section of data definitions and sources, (HTH) 
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Tennessee’s minority youth population grew by more than 1 1 percent in 200 1 , one of the fastest growing segments of the population. 

Between 1999 and 2002, 3,041 refugees were resettled in Tennessee. 

The Tennessee Department of Education reports that in October of 2001 there were 12,422 limited English proficiency students in Tennessee schools, 
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In Moore County an average of 80 children each month received WIC benefits in 2001, making it the county with the lowest number of participants in the 
program. However Williamson County had the lowest rate of participation at 6. 1 (Tennessee Department of Health, 2002). 
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Curable STDs are typically caused by bacteria and can be cured by antibiotics, with chlamydia and gonorrhea the most common curable bacterial STDs among 
teens. However, if these diseases remain undetected and untreated, they can result in severe health consequences later in life. Among teens nationally it is not 
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Addressing sexual and drug-related risk. Many students report using alcohol and drugs when they have sex. 
Making STD diagnosis and treatment available to youth as part of a prevention strategy. 

Ongoing evaluation of factors influencing risk behavior (CDC, 2001). 





~r~ \ M i 


i Rv ' 


(^hiid and 


j een YV^> 


i-n>eing 



o 

0) 

O) 

0) 

z 

T3 

c 

(D 

0) 

<0 

3 

JD 

< 



0 



0 ) 

(A 

3 

< 

■D 



0 ) 

■ 4 ^ 

(0 



(A 

3 

(0 

0 ) 

0 ) 

(A 

(A 

0 ) 

C 

c 

0 ) 

I- 



(U 

0.3'*^ 

-a o 

Q S -C 



o 

o 

(N 



> 



■ (U 



’TS 

O 

c 

J=1 




m 

m 

E 

o 



d> 



o M-h 

2 ts 

CT3 

^ OO 1/3 

cd (u 



r- 

oC 

o 

oC 

ON 

ON 



(U 

• 4 -» 

W) 

c 

'C 



cd n 

o 



- ^ c: 
- o s 

S ^ ^ 

0 ^ ^ 

1 ^ ? 

cd p O 

ON ^ (U 
ON cd M 

2 2 S 



^ y 

O C 



» s § 

o o^ 
Dn o 
2 ^ 
^ oo 
o m 

S3 2 

'c ON 
C ON 
P ON 

a — ' 



NO 

o' 



O o 
^ o 
’O 

a ^ 

O Q 
d> O 

C/D C 
(U < 1 > 
c« O 

s s 

0 ) oo 

Cd ON 



o 

X) 

o 

o 

C/D 

C/D 

o 



H 

a 



a 

2 

C/D 

X 5 

13 

C/D 



O 

d> 

C/D 

Cd 

0 ) 

Ui 

O 

U 

T 3 



O 

O 

(N 



^ 2 
■i_k f r? 



73 cd 
(U d> 

S J3 

Q, 

o 

d> 00 



d> 

o 

o 



(U 

a* 

(N 

(N 



g 

o 

a 

On S 
oo 



C/D 



e 8 
2 8 
</D » 

!z: 

C/D ^ 

•2^ 
Q, t 3 

g- w 
2 



43 

o 



00 o 



o 

o 



o 

Cl* 



o'' ^ 

§ < 

(N ^ 

•S 2 

>.o 



<L> 
i/D oo 



On 



cd cd 
C C 
O O 



ON 

ON 



cd cd o 

:z; :z; 2 




c« 

Cd 



P 

40 

P 

Id 

C 

O 



w 

d 

o 

' 4 — » 

s 

IS 

E 

o 

o 

c 



o 

o 

o 

a 

o 

cC 

o 

(U 

J3 

• 4 — » 

2? 

13 



p 

a* 

o 

C/D 

73 

C 

P 

<2 

d) 

40 ^ 

^8 

e 8 



P 

E 

2 

2 
o 

^ (U 

^ p 
or) ^ 



5 

u 

73 

d) 

s 

*' 4 — » 

P 

o 

73 



2 O 

2 (D 

^ •£ 
O o 

E o 

P 43 
43 ^ 

00 Z 

^ P 
O S 

Xi C/D 

33 o 

-< Oh 



o 

ERIC 



In Tennessee, 41 .9 percent of all reported cases of child abuse involved children ages 5 and younger. Children ages 6 through 1 1 comprise 34.1 
percent of all reported cases, with children ages 12 to 17 making up 23.9 percent of the reported cases. Fifty-five percent of the alleged child 
victims were females; 43.9 percent were males (DCS, 2001). Gender data were missing in 1.1 percent of cases. 
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At the beginning of 200 1 , Tennessee had 1 1 ,000 children in state custody (DCS, 2002). This was a decrease of 286 compared to the previous year. In Tennessee 
in the year 2000 approximately 500 fewer children remained in state custody than in 1999 (DCS, 2000). In Tennessee the Department of Children’s Services 
(DCS) is the state agency that is responsible for providing services to children in state custody and their families. 
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with 12. Forty-one percent of all child deaths in the state occurred in these Cause of Death in Child Fatality Cases 

four counties, with Shelby County accounting for almost 1 8 percent. 
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The Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS) monitors six categories of priority health-risk behaviors among youth and young adults; these 
behaviors contribute to unintentional injuries and violence; tobacco use; alcohol and other drug use; sexual behaviors that contribute to unintended pregnancy 
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Domestic violence impacts children and youth in their home, social, and dating relationships. National data suggest that children who experience violence in 
their homes are more likely to have problems with violence in other areas of their lives. 

^ Nationally, an average of 28 percent of high school and college students experience dating violence at some point, about the same as the adult 
population. 

^ Forty percent of teen girls ages 14 to 17 report knowing someone their age who has been hit or beaten by a boyfriend. 
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areas, and Child Care Centers, on seven areas. 

Centers are evaluated on the following seven areas. 

✓ Director’s qualifications, experience, education, and training; 
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The Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) and its predecessor, the Education for All Handicapped Children Act of 1 975, have improved the futures for 
children in Tennessee with disabilities. In 2001, 12 percent of all public school students received special education services (U.S., DOE, Annual Report, 2001). 
One third of these students (1 15,164) are represented in Tennessee’s four largest counties. 

<y Shelby County accounts for 15 percent, or 1 7,454 students, of all Tennessee children receiving special education. 
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Repeat one or more grades; 

Are from low socioeconomic backgrounds; 

Speak English as a second language; 

Become pregnant; and 

Are frequently absent/truant (U.S. Department of Education, 2002). 



Compared to high school graduates, students who drop out are: 

V More likely to be unemployed; 

V More likely to earn less money; 

V More likely to receive public assistance; and 



T3 

^ s' 

"2 o 
& 

£ 'r' 





D 

X) cd 




2 ^ 




^ o 




O x^ 




cd 


On 


x: iJ 


On 

On 


(D ^ 
t--i O 




e 3 


c/T 


P cd 




X2 ui 


D 


u p 


2 


c ® 




p 1) 


P 


0^ X2 




c3 o 


D 


■3 M 




p .B 


o 

o 


o 

St *-1 


x: 


a o 


o 


^ o 


(X) 








p 

D 


^ s 


>-( 


O o 


P 


o CX 


CX 


'P GJO 


D 


y p 



c/3 



W) 

C 



a 

CD 

X) 



(D 



o 

e 

C 

cO 

c/3 

(D 

W) 

cO 

i-( 

D 

W) 



o 



g 

o 

(U 

> 

cd 

jc 

o 



d> 



o 

e 



e 

.<1^ 



W) o 



x: 




C4-I 

0 


D 


p 

0 


D 

X) 


T3 

D 


0 


CX 

CX 




0 








0 


1) 


x: 


>-( 




0 

P 


p 


P 


(D 


0 


B 


c/3 


0 


"P 




0 

Ui 


T3 


P 


p 


C/3 


p 




p 


P 

0 


(D 


CX 


£ 


0 




)-l 




p 




0 


On 


>% On 



_ On 

Cd r-H 

x: ^ 

■*-♦ *N 

'O 'll) 

13 

O 3S 
C XJ 
w cd 
O 

X) ^ 
cd O 



W) 



D. 33 
(L) O 



on D 
X3 

1) s 
H -s 



3 

13 

p 

o 

D. 

O 

O 

x: 

■*-» 

c 

o 

o 

cd 

cx 



O 

> 



C/) 

O 

cx 

cd 

O 

cd 

e 

13 

x: 



W) 

O 

13 



D 

fS 

D 

^3 



t: 

cd 

& 

<D 




>% 

O 



o 

o 

x: 

CJ 

c/3 

x: 

2P 

IS 

<+H 

o 

p 

o 

cx 

o 

Ui 

'O 

o 



D 



P 

D 

'O 

5 



cd 

xi 



p 

tp 



2 On 
W) On 
O On 

I--I ^ 

CX ^ 
P Ji 
•2 o 
.P N 
cn 

§ S 



^ O 

x: x: 
o o 

U-i c/3 

p 

(D ^ 

o 2 



2 § 
2 o 



2 ^ 
CX 

•- £ 

o o 

> -s 

o 

CX x: 

13 

^ x: 






.22 



o > 



o o 

c/3 cd 



B 

p 

W) 

o 

CX 

p 



>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 



;zi 

o 

Ph 

Q 

2 

o 



p 1) 

.2 13 

.P CX 

? :s 

t; 
p 5^ 

HH Dh 



o 

o 

o 

o 

(/) 



er|c 



44 



Suspensions and expulsions are indicators of school safety. In 1994, Congress enacted the Gun-Free Schools Act requiring that schools, as a condition to the 
receipt of Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) funds, have a policy mandating a one-year expulsion for students who brought firearms to 
school. The outgrowth has been policies that apply to what schools identify as “serious student offenses” (p.2). Policies involving suspension and expulsions 
help schools: 
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Nevertheless, the number of suspensions and expulsions continues to escalate across the nation (JPI, 2001b) and in Tennessee. Statewide, the number of 
suspensions increased dramatically for the 2000-2001 school year to 94,695, up 28,488 or 43 percent from 1999-2000. The increase in suspensions can be 
attributed largely to the substantial numbers for Memphis City Schools in Shelby County. In 1999-2000, Memphis City recorded 8,079 suspensions, compared 
to 36,605 for 2000-2001 - an increase of 353.1 percent. As a result, the statewide suspension rate per 100 propelled to 9.6 from 6.7 in 1999-2000. Only eight 
counties (8.4 percent) reflected rates higher than the statewide value: Fayette, 22.2; Shelby, 21.3; Davidson, 14.9; Wilson, 13.2; Union, 10.9; Hamilton, 10.4; 



Campbell, 10.3; and Hardeman, 10.2, three of which are urban counties. Further, statewide figures show that males comprised nearly two thirds of all 
suspensions (66.9 percent) and that African-Americans represented more than half of the total suspensions (56.3 percent), followed by White Americans with 
41 .5 percent (Department of Education, 2001). The racial disparity in statewide data is consistent with national suspension data by race. 
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luth unemployment has been identified as a key factor in determining future unemployment and earnings. Unemployment at an early age, 16 to 
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While the overall percentage of Tennesseans living below the poverty level decreased by almost 10 percent from 1990 to 2000, the percentage of children 
younger than age 5 living in poverty actually grew by 7 percent while the percentage of children younger than age 1 8 living in poverty decreased only slightly 
from 2 1 percent to 20 percent (CEBR, 2002). 
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A study by the University of Tennessee Center for Economic and Business Research found that almost one third of Families First participants who had left the 
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Nationally, half of all households receiving Food Stamps have children. The average Tennessee household receiving Food Stamps has two people and receives 
an average benefit of $148, $15 less than the national average benefit. The Tennessee benefit equals $2.43 per day. The average annual household income of 
Tennessee Food Stamp families is $7,236. Nationally, only 1 1 percent of Food Stamp households live above the poverty line before counting Food Stamp 
benefits (USDA, 2002). 



(0 

o 

(Q 

(0 

0 

E 

o 



0 

0 

0 

U) 

0 

c 

c 

0 

h- 

0 

D) 

0 

u. 

0 

> 

< 



0) 

> 

3 

CQ 

0) 

S S 
S o 

CN ^ 

S Ifl 

O 

o 

0) 

a 

2 
0) 
> 
< 



■o 

o 

c2 

O 

<l> 

£f 

<l> 

e 

<D 









X 






d> 






o 






p 

p 

-♦-» 


C+H 


C4-I 


O 


O 


CO 

So 

CO 

p 


P 

d> 

o 


o 

2 


'T3 


d> 


p 


O 


cx 


o 


2 










d) 


Ui 


dT 


p 

'O 


CO 


P3 




p 


d) 


CO 


Ui 




d> 


d> 


c 


p 


> 


c 


cr 


P 


p 


2 


P 


o 


'O 


O 


PQ 


p 

p 


p 

d> 


s 


o 


o 




o 


(L> 


2 


<N 


CX 


O 


PO 


Os 




p 




.”P 




O 

^ c/T 
(D O 



O o 
^ ''03 

c/5 

CD (D 

. 1 f 

c/5 -rt 

I ^ 



X3 

U 



(D 

X3 



> c2 



'' ^ 



^ i S 

^ O g 

^ Sf 

cd o 

> 2 
cd E 
c2 P 



(U 

Ui 

O 

E 



c« 



0^ ,E 



-T3 

OJ 

<D 

c 

T3 

d) 

c/5 

cd 

d> 

Ul 

o 

C 



cd 

d> 

-P 



M 

d> cd 

cd 
(D 



O 

E 



d> 

> 



d> 

> 
cd 

.t: -P 

w) 5? 
o X 

p ^ 



X 

w) 

p 

o 

p 

d) 



Ui 

2 ^ ^ 

•:r c/5 O 

cd </5 ^ 

^ P O 

^ X 



P 

cd 

T3 

P 

cd 

P 

I 

o 

Ui 

d) 

-P 

'W 

o 

-p 



-p 

d) 



p .ti 



w) 

p 

o 



Id ?*> 



P 

o 2 

c/3 rp 

o X 

^ 'O n 
o d) ^ 

.2 E 

cx E .2 

_r O 'p 
o g ^ 

o 
o 



>k 

J=! 



P 



CX, P CO 

“ c 

0=^0 
Ui C/5 

2 S 

^ p 



d) 



o 



c/5 



P 

U( 

U( 

d> 

W) 



pP 

^ d) p 

O *-i ^ 

P d) 

2 o a 
a o 2 
J - s 

c 1 :§ 

g ^ 2 

o ^ 



d) 

Xi 

d) 

> 

p 

P! 



Ui 

P d> 
P X 



d) 
^ P 

c 



p 

o 

d) 

c/5 

P 



d) 



o 

p 

p 

P! 



W) 

p 



d) 

W) 

d) 

E 



p 

o 

'-S 

2 

o 

E 



d) 

> 

p 

-p 

d> 

X 

H 

P 

d> 



X 

o 

U( 

d) 

,P 

O 

P 

P 

X 



d) 

> 



d) 

p 

PO 



p 
o 

d) 
c/5 

-TD .2 

-a 

o 2 ^ 
cP O 

-o 2 

a ^ 

P Q 
d) 

^ ^ ^ 

ffi ^ .E 



P 

cx 



, p Cd 



p 

p 

c/T 

P 

O 



d) 

c/5 
P 

C/T C/5 



d> 

o 



a ^ 

P CO 



ERIC 



fr -) 
<J4- 



Hungry or food insecure children have more school absences, tardiness, and suspensions and are more likely to repeat a grade and to have lower test scores. 
They suffer from poorer overall school achievement, impaired cognitive functioning, and a diminished capacity to learn (CHP, 2002). 
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Homelessness has devastating effects on children. Homeless children are twice as likely to have health problems as other children; have higher rates of asthma, ear 
infections, stomach problems, and speech problems; and are more likely to suffer mental health problems or be developmentally delayed. Homeless children also face 
significant barriers to enrolling and attending school, including residency requirements, transportation problems, and obtaining previous school records (NHC, 2002). 
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‘Rate per 100 is based on live births. 
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Source: Tennessee Department of Health, Bureau of Health Informatics, Health Statistics and Research; TCCY. 
*Rate is based on 2000 population per 10,000 teens ages 15-19. 
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Source: Tennessee Department of Education, School Nutrition; TCCY. 

*Denotes counties with multiple school districts. Average number f/r lunches served is based on the cumulative number of lunches served, 
divided by the number of serving days during school year. Rate per 100 is function of average number lunches served, divided by average daily attendance. 
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Source: Tennessee Department of Education, TCCY. 

*Denotes counties with multiple school districts. Number includes cumulative dropouts divided by cumulative 9th grade net enrollment for class 
of 2001. Rate is per 100, and state total contains data for state special schools. 
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‘Rate per 100 Is based on 2001 population data for persons younger than age 18. 
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Source: Tennessee Department of Human Services, TCCY. 

*Rate per 100 is based on 2001 population data for persons younger than age 18, obtained from 
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Source: Tennessee Department of Children's Services, TCCY. 

*Rate Is based on per 1 ,000 of 2001 population for persons younger than age 1 8. Data are for calendar year 2001 . 
Number is a unique count of victims. Each victim was only counted one time; however, each victim could have 
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Source: Tennessee Department of Education, TCCY. 

‘Denotes counties with multiple school districts. Rate per 1 00 is based on net enrollment for 2000-2001 school year 
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cumulative number of days students are present to the number of days school doors are open. The Tennessee Department of Education, Division of School Nutrition, 
provided school lunch data. The Department’s Office of Research shared ADA information. KIDS COUNT reorganized data by county, then recalculated rate. Some counties 
had multiple school districts, and were so designated. Statewide data include the six state special schools: West Tennessee School for the Deaf; Alvin C. York Institute; 
Tennessee School for the Blind; Tennessee School for the Deaf; Tennessee Department of Children’s Services; and Tennessee Department of Corrections. Previous year data 
are for SY 2000. 
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School Suspensions. Short-term resolutions to school discipline problems sometimes come in the form of suspensions. Current year data are representative of SY 2001, and 
reflect unduplicated counts of suspensions, multiplied by 100, as a function of net enrollment. The Tennessee Department of Education’s Research Division compiled the 
data. KIDS COUNT reorganized data by county and recalculated rate. Previous year data are shown with SY 2000 statistics. 
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Per Capita Personal Income. Per capita personal income is a widely accepted measure of economic well-being. It yields personal income as a function of the total 
population. Data are for 2000, and provided by the Tennessee Department of Revenue (DR). DR’s data source was the Regional Economic Information System, Bureau 
of Economic Analysis. 
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